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Pentecost 4A 
July 6, 2014 
Ken Wratten at St Stephen’s, San Jose 
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 God guides finding Rebekah to be wife of Isaac 
Romans 7:15-25a  Paul describes his struggle with sin, but grace of God 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 Jesus: take my yoke upon you, and learn from me 

 
More Styles of Grace 

 

Last Sunday I spoke about the way Bishop Mary demonstrated signs of the 

presence of God’s grace at the funeral service for her husband, Michael. I 

described two expressions of God’s Grace: The first was Sanctifying Grace, 

which is defined as bringing growth, maturity, and progress in the process of 

becoming Christ-like. The example of it was Bishop Mary’s forgiveness of the 

driver who hit Michael.  

 

The second expression of Grace was Sustaining Grace, which is given at special 

times of need, especially during adversity or suffering. It goes without saying that 

there is need and suffering in a family when we go through the deep loss of a 

loved one. This form of Grace gets us through that time feeling lifted up, and 

held, and loved by God. 

 

There are other forms of expression of God’s Grace. The presence and forms of 

Grace are important for us to know about. There is so much more to it than the 

acrostic reminder of grace being God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. Our own 

lives provide lots of opportunities for our loving God to show us His Grace; and 

the readings today give some great examples of a few more forms of Grace.  

 

Paul very vividly describes the internal struggles of a believer; knowing what God 

wants us to do and not to do, but having to face and fight temptations to do 

exactly the opposite things.  These do not have to be the Big Sins, like the ones 

in the Ten Commandments, but they are more often the little things; 

Knowing it is my turn to walk the dog, but pretending I don’t notice him pacing at 

the door; 

Loving a whole list of nieces, nephews, grandchildren, friends of nieces and 

nephews, who are celebrating a birthday , or a graduation from high school, or 

grade school, or Kindergarten, or something, and thinking ‘Do I really have to 

send money? Would an e-mail be good enough?’ 

 

Another expressing of Grace has been called Serving Grace.  It has been 

defined as the gift to serve others in such a way as to reflect the life of Jesus to 

them. 1 Peter 4:10 says, “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in 
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serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.’ This gift of 

Grace gets us past holding onto every minute of the day for only what pleases 

us, or keeping every penny for our own comfort, but using time and resources to 

please God. That is Serving Grace. 

 

In the Gospel lesson, Jesus recognizes that we all have the tension working 

inside us that Paul describes in Romans. His offer is rest from our weariness, 

help with our burdens, and learning from him about the divine gift of being gentle 

and humble of heart. This is known as Securing Grace; being kept secure in spite 

of our sin.  Romans 5:1,2 says, “Having been justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained 

our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of 

the glory of God.”  

 

To rephrase Paul’s long sentence, Grace has nothing to do with our deserving it. 

It is a free gift God gives us, and because of it, we can stand secure in God’s 

love for us.   

 

One more expression of God’s Grace that I wanted to share with you is that it is 

offered by God to every single person, regardless of the shape of their spiritual 

life. 1 John 2:2 says, “(Jesus) is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for 

ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”   

 

We can find that Grace has always been a description of the character of God.  

God adopted us as sons and daughters through Jesus. 

God redeems us through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 

God gives us wisdom, and insight into God’s will, through the gift of the Spirit. 

God has chosen us to bring Him glory. 

 

Jesus’ offer of rest, help, and learning is his invitation to live in a state of Grace 

with God. It empowers this life to be lived more for God and less for ourselves; it 

brings us to eternal life. Jesus even teaches us how to tap into this power source 

for life: He said, “Come to me. Take up MY yoke. Learn from me.”  Wonder Key: 

Let go and Let God. 

 

Grace is at the heart of our relationship with God; our living in that state of Grace makes 

possible decisions and actions we cannot do on our own. The decision to be made is for 

God’s Grace that Sustains, Sanctifies, Serves, gives Security, and is offered to every 

single person. Open the gift of God’s Grace. 

 

Amen.   


