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Pentecost 17A 

October 5, 2014 

Rev. Ken Wratten at St Stephen’s San Jose 
Exodus 10:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 The Decalogue 

Philippians 3:4b-14 I press on toward the goal 

Matthew 21:33-43 The parable of the wicked tenants 

Paul wrote ‘I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 

Jesus.’ The ‘heavenly call’ Paul is pressing on toward is the resurrected life with God; 

clothed in a new spiritual body that is strong and healthy and imperishable, forever. [Paul 

goes into a lot of detail about the new spiritual bodies we will have in our resurrected life. 

You can read about that in 1 Cor 15 and 2 Cor 5.]  

But there is another goal Paul was pressing toward, and it is another goal all of us hold as 

Christians. That goal is to pursue Christlikeness in this life; to think like Christ, to act like 

Christ, to see other people as Christ did, and to love like Christ loves us.  

Jesus’ parable of the wicked tenants of the vineyard has an obvious message and a more 

subtle one. On the outer layer of the story, God expects to see fruits for the Kingdom 

come out of the life we live. When God sent the prophets, they were often ignored, or 

even abused. When God finally sent His Son, as an emissary to speak very personally 

about the life God wants for us, and the fruits God wants to see coming back to God, they 

killed His Son. Instead of what we humans would do in a case like this, God did not levy 

even worse treatment on the responsible people than they had levied on His Son; but 

Jesus said that the work of caring for the Kingdom would be given to a people who 

would produces the fruits of the kingdom.  

The inner layer of this parable, sort of like peeling layers from an onion, is that we 

Gentiles have been given the opportunity to serve as tenants of the vineyard. This work is 

a sacred trust, and with that trust we have a responsibility to produce ‘fruits of the 

kingdom’.  

The Ten Commandments were read this morning from Exodus. These rules of life 

describe the kind of fruits that God expects to see when the people of God set their sights 

on living to please God. The first four of these rules focus on true worship of God. The 

following six rules focus on how to grow in our sacred relationships with each other. I 

recently read one new insight into the rule that we shall not covet our neighbor’s 

property. It was pointed out that “coveting” is about what our intentions are, and not 

limited to what we DO. So this rule describes our need to be aware of where our heart is, 

and not only what our actions are. God always knows where our heart is: do we? 

Even for Paul, accomplishing this goal seemed elusive, to live that way consistently. And 

so, like an athlete training for a race, Paul had to keep his eyes on the goal; and he 

constantly encouraged his Christian friends to be alert and intentional about keeping their 

faith life healthy.  
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How do we keep our faith life healthy? What do we do as a faith community, and what 

do you do personally, to keep the goal of a Christian life up front, engaged, and guiding 

your day?  

In our community faith life, we have boundaries on what forms of worship we use. We 

use the approved worship styles of the Episcopal Church, i.e., the Prayer Book. So within 

that framework, how can we engage healthy variety in the way we worship?  

We have variety in music, in the activities we announce and engage in (like yesterday’s 

Pet Blessing and photo directory picture taking). We incorporate lay servers as acolytes 

and crucifers, chalice bearers and lay Eucharistic ministers. We sometimes have guest 

preachers so we can hear different perspectives.  

We have a great Sunday School program, where the major Bible stories are taught to our 

children in an engaging and memorable way. I just learned about a way to use Legos to 

tell 30 OT stories and 24 NT stories using Lego shapes. I haven’t told the teachers yet!! 

We continue to build up our premier preschool, as a ministry of service to our 

neighborhood.  

And we keep working on a dynamic list of ministry and mission possibilities. I had a 

discussion with Carol Pecora on Friday about our starting now on a plan for children in 

preschool and Sunday School, to work with their parents to put together a Christmas 

mailing to Gabriel Tor’s niece and nephew and their mother, in South Sudan.  

Help me keep our community faith life engaging and producing good fruit. If there are 

new things you would like to see, please give me a note or send me an email, so I can’t 

easily misplace your ideas… 

The other side of producing fruits for the Kingdom is in our personal faith life. We 

should occasionally go out and buy a new Bible – NKJ Study Bible; NIV Life 

Application Study Bible; YouVersion; now study plans from Rick Warren, Sarah Young 

(Jesus Calling), 800 Bible study plans – all free. 

Use the website MissionStClare.com to do MP each day. 

Schedule private prayer time and quiet time; we deserve it and need it.  

Read a Christian classic book, like Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline  

Choose a spiritual partner, and meet with them once a month  

If you have other ways that work for you to keep your personal faith life engaging and 

guiding your day, write an article for our Friday Journal, and send it to me. Share it with 

the rest of our faith community.  

These are some of the ways to keep our community faith life, and your personal faith life 

fresh and growing, producing good fruit. 

You and I have a calling from God to commit ourselves collectively and personally to the 

never-ending process of growth in our commitment to Christ.  We are called to bear good 

fruits.  We are called to press on together: together toward the goal. Amen. 


