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Advent 4C: Lessons and Carols 

Micah 5:2-5a {Micah prophesies that a ruler shall come from Bethlehem} 

Hebrews 10:5-10 {God will make us holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ} 

Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25 {God creates man and woman} 

Genesis 3:1-15  {Adam and Eve rebel against God} 

Isaiah 35:1-10  {God will come and save us} 

Isaiah 7:10-15  {God with us} 

Luke 1:26-32  {Mary will bear a son} 

Luke 1:39-46  {Mary greeted by Elizabeth} 

Luke 2:1-20  {Jesus is born} 

Luke 2:21-36 {Jesus receives his name and is presented to Simeon in the Temple} 

John 1:1-18  {The Word was made flesh} 

This morning we have heard a rich collection of biblical stories that have taken us 

from God’s breathing life into Adam and Eve, to the rebuilding of humanity’s 

broken relationship with God by giving himself to the world in the physical 

presence of the man Jesus Christ, who was the very Word of God in flesh and 

blood.  

Biblical scholars date the birth of Jesus at 3 BC.  

The birth of Moses near 1600 BC;  

The writing of Job, the oldest book of the Bible, near 2000 BC;  

Noah and the Flood near 2300 BC:  

The time of Adam and Eve somewhere around 4,000 BC 

And so Scriptures provides us with a wide view of God’s work in the world, and 

humanity’s growing awareness of God’s nature and His will for us; a perspective 

that stretches over 4,000 years until Jesus’ birth, and 6,000 years until today.  

We can see in our own lifetime a maturing in our relationship with God that has 

changed how we depend on Him in our life. Whether looking at all of humanity 

over 6,000 years, or even our own lifetime, God is not static. Consider these 

statistics (Pew Research): 

There are 6.9 billion people in the world.  

2.2 billion profess to be Christians: 1/3 of the world population.  

1.6 billion are Muslim 

1.1 billion are secular / non-religious / agnostic / or atheists  

In the USA, 71% of Americans profess to be Christian. There IS a direction that 

God’s activity in the world is taking us, despite what our impressions might be by 

watching the nightly news.  



We are not a people of military conquest, but peaceful conversion. It has taken a 

while to get there, but can’t we state that about ourselves?  

In Christianity we hold the faith that God is present, active, caring, and wanting to 

be in relationship with all of humankind. As St. Augustine wrote, ‘the church is a 

hospital for sinners, not a club for saints’. Jesus taught us to honor every human 

being, and even to serve them. Why? Is it only about being good people? No. 

1 Cor 2:16; By our following Jesus, by impersonating his nature, we are given his 

Spirit, and Paul tells us that with his Spirit we take on the ‘mind of Christ’.  

John 10:30; Jesus said that he and the Father are one. By our inviting the mind of 

Christ to take up residence in us, we have the mind of God working in us.  

My understanding of Scripture is that Christianity is not about us proclaiming that 

we are right and others are wrong. This faith is about us being challenged by 

Christ, drawn by God, to raise the bar on the way we spend our precious gift of 

life; 

to learn how to respond to life’s challenges with the mind of God; 

to interact with the Extra Grace Required folks with the compassion of Jesus 

Christ; 

to rely on God for help in hard times, even in the little events of our day, and 

especially staying close to God when things are going well.  

The German theologians of the 1950’s labeled God’s redeeming acts in the events 

of history as HEILSGESCHICHTE = Salvation History. The readings and the 

carols today beautifully express that there is a direction to the path of human 

history. It is not a circular journey, doing nothing but doubling back on the same 

mistakes; there is a direction to God’s intervention, leading to a raised level of 

human responsibility, self-giving service, caring, and generosity, all motivated by 

more than being nice people; but to bring honor to God through the way we live 

our life. The point on the path that clearly marks our way is the birth of Jesus.  

It is for this amazing offer of relationship with our God that we celebrate the 

birthday of the baby born in Bethlehem. Merry Christmas. 


